JOAN    OF   ARC
was Jeanne Aubery, wife of the mayor and another of
Joan's godmothers; but the claim was other people's,
not hers, and her god-daughter later denied ever having
heard her make it.
Near the Tree was the Fountain of Gooseberries or
Fountain-of-the-Fairies-of-Our-Lord, in whose waters
sufferers from fever might be cured; it, too, was the
centre of various ceremonies and beliefs. Hard by was
a hazel-nut tree, under which was reputed to grow the
mandragora, that grotesque root in human shape which
screamed with pain when it was pulled up and made
rich any possessor with a knowledge of the proper formula
for its use. Both the fountain and the root were to have
their effect on Joan's fortunes.
Most important and sinister of all was the Bois Chesnu,
the Oak Wood that grew farther up the hill to the west.
Learned men said that it was the Nemus Canutum, the
Hoary Grove, from whose precincts the enchanter Merlin
had written long ago that a miraculous virgin would
appear. The French of canutum is chenu, so by an easy
transition the Oak Wood of Domr&ny became the Hoary
Grove of a prophecy that was never uttered by a wizard
who never existed. The villagers thought the place
haunted and kept away from it. Joan, afraid neither of
spirits nor her own company, did not, and' her temerity
set the local tongues a-wagging; it was reported that
she was in communication with the Fatal Ladies who
inhabited the Wood.1 In consequence the wolves who
lurked there never molested her father's pigs when they
rooted for acorns in her charge and the birds came
1 The reference in the Trial of Condemnation seems to be to the Tree,
but the whole context shows that this is a textual slip and that the Wood
is meant.